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Abstract

This study explores the factors influencing students' attitudes towards poetry, with a focus on poetic diction,
pedagogy, and understanding of literary devices among senior secondary students. The study employed the
survey design. The participants were 270 Senior Secondary I students across 10 schools in Abeokuta South
Local Government Area, Nigeria. Data were analysed using descriptive statistics. The results revealed that
poetic diction strongly influences students' attitudes, particularly when the language is accessible
(mean=3.06). Teaching methods, especially traditional approaches, had a moderate impact, with interactive
methods seen as more effective (mea= 2.77). Comprehension difficulties also affected students' engagement,
but many students retained confidence in their ability to engage with poetry (mean=2.60).The study
recommends adopting more interactive, student-centred teaching strategies, simplifying complex poetic
language and providing stronger support for comprehension challenges to improve students’' attitudes towards

poetry and enhance their overall appreciation of the literary genre.
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Introduction

Poetry holds a special place in the study of
language and literature, offering a unique medium
through which students can explore language's
artistic and expressive qualities (Amjad et al.,
2020). However, the reception of poetry among
students, particularly at the secondary school
level, often reflects a broad spectrum of attitudes
(Symeonaki et al., 2021; Vala et al., 2014). For
some, poetry serves as a rich source of personal
expression and intellectual engagement
(Dahlbéck et al., 2018), while others view it with
frustration, finding it inaccessible or overly
complex (Inyang, 2009). Understanding the
factors that shape these attitudes is crucial for
educators seeking to improve students'
experiences with poetry (Boldireff & Bober,
2021). This research, carried out among senior
secondary school students in Nigeria, aims to
explore how specific elements such as poetic
diction, teaching methods, and comprehension of
literary devices influence students' attitudes
towards poetry.

In the Nigerian secondary school system,
poetry is an integral part of the literature syllabus
(Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2004). Students are

expected to analyse a wide range of poems,
focusing on themes, structure, language, and the
use of figures of speech. However, despite the
significant place of poetry in the curriculum,
many students struggle to engage with the
material in a meaningful way (Nwabueze, 2013;
Ogbonnaya, 2022). Previous studies in similar
contexts have suggested that several factors,
including the choice of language used in poetry,
the methods employed by teachers, and the
students' understanding of complex literary
devices, play a crucial role in shaping their
attitudes (Dirgeyasa, 2017; Khoerunisa, 2021;
Nwabueze, 2013). In Nigeria, where English is a
second language for many students, the challenge
of understanding poetic language is often
heightened, making it essential to explore how
these factors interact to influence student
engagement.

Poetic diction, the language and style
employed by poets, often presents a barrier to
understanding for many students (Khoerunisa,
2021). The tendency for poetry to use
metaphorical and sometimes archaic language
can alienate students who may be unfamiliar with
such forms of expression (Glicksohn &
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Goodblatt, 2021). In the Nigerian context, where
the English language itself can be a source of
difficulty, the challenge is twofold: students must
not only grasp the meaning of the poem but also
find their way through unfamiliar linguistic
choices.

Teaching methods are another significant
factor that can either enhance or inhibit students'
engagement with poetry. In many Nigerian
classrooms, the approach to teaching poetry is
often traditional, relying heavily on teacher-
centred methods where students are expected to
memorise and recite poems or learn their analyses
by rote (Amasa & Abdulkadir, 2016; Olagundoye
& Owolewa, 2019). While these methods may
offer students a structured way to approach
poetry, they often fail to foster genuine
appreciation or deep understanding. More
contemporary, student-centred teaching
strategies that encourage active participation and
creative interpretation could potentially
transform how students engage with poetry
(Ugwuozor, 2020).

Additionally, students' comprehension of
figures of speech, such as metaphors, similes, and
symbolism, plays a vital role in their
understanding and appreciation of poetry (Rogti,
2017). Poetry often relies on these devices to
convey deeper meanings and emotions, which can
be challenging for students, especially when the
devices are abstract or culturally distant (Syed &
Wahas, 2020). In a multicultural environment like
Nigeria, where students come from diverse
linguistic and cultural backgrounds, the ability to
comprehend and interpret these figures of speech
can greatly influence their overall attitude
towards poetry.

Given these complexities, the purpose of
this research is to explore the relationship
between these influential factors and students'
attitudes towards poetry. The findings will
provide valuable insights into how teaching
approaches, language choices, and
comprehension levels can be better aligned to
improve students' engagement with poetry in
Nigerian secondary schools. Understanding these
dynamics could inform more effective
pedagogical practices and curriculum
adjustments that address the specific challenges
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faced by students in this context. Ultimately, this
study hopes to contribute to a broader
understanding of how to foster a more positive
attitude towards poetry among students, ensuring
that it is not merely a subject to be endured, but
one to be appreciated and enjoyed.

Statement of the Problem

The research explores and analyses the
factors that influence students' attitudes towards
poetry, with particular focus on the effects of
poetic diction, teaching methods, and
comprehension of figures of speech among senior
secondary school students in Abeokuta South
Local Government Area, Ogun State, Nigeria.

Objectives:

The study set out to:

1. determine the extent to which poetic
diction affects students' attitudes towards
poetry.

2. investigate the influence of teaching
methods on students' attitude towards
poetry.

3. evaluate whether students' comprehension
of poems affect their attitude towards
poetry.

Research Questions:

1. To what extent does poetic diction affect
students' attitudes towards poetry”

2. Does the teaching method used influence
students' engagement with poetry™

3. Does students' comprehension of poems

affect their attitude towards poetry*

Methodology

This study adopted the survey design,
which is appropriate for investigating the
influential factors shaping students' attitudes
toward poetry. The population for this research
comprised Senior Secondary School (SSII)
students offering Literature-in-English in
Abeokuta South Local Government Area of Ogun
State, Nigeria. From the population, 10 schools in
Abeokuta South Local Government Area were
randomly selected. The purposive sampling
method was used to select 270 students offering
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Literature in English in intact classes. The
research instrument used for data collection was
Questionnaire on Factors Affecting Students'
Attitude to Poetry (r=0.85). Data collection for the
study took place over a period of three weeks.
Descriptive statistics was used to analyse data

across the three key sections of the study: poetic
diction, teaching methods, and comprehension of
figures of speech. Frequencies, means, and
standard deviations were calculated to summarise
the extent to which each factor affects students'
attitudes toward poetry.

11}:&1;“15: The Extent to which Diction affects Learner’s Attitude towards Poetry.
SIN | ITEMS Notatall | Litle ) Some | Great % |StD
1 The language of poetry | 15(5.6) 42(15.6) 87(32.2) 126(46.7) 320 |0.90
2 Use of figures of speech | 31(11.5) | 47(17.4) | 78(28.9) 114(42.2) 3.02 | 1.03
3 Use of thymes 29(10.7) | 60(22.2) | 73(27.0) | 108(40.0) |2.96 | 1.03
Weighted Mean= 3.06 Threshold=2.50

The data shows that diction significantly
impacts students' attitude towards poetry.
Specifically, 46.7% of students feel that the
language of poetry influences their attitude to a
great extent, and 32.2% feel it influences them to
some extent. The mean score for this item is
3.20, indicating a generally strong influence,
supported by a relatively low standard deviation
(0.90). Similarly, 42.2% of students indicate that
their understanding of figures of speech affects
their attitude to a great extent, with a mean score

0f3.02, showing a considerable influence, albeit
with a slightly higher standard deviation (1.03).
For poems with rhymes, 40.0% of students
report being influenced to a great extent, with a
mean score of 2.96, suggesting a moderate
influence. The overall weighted mean for diction
is 3.06, above the threshold of 2.50,
demonstrating that diction, including poetic
language, figures of speech, and rhymes, plays a
key role in shaping students' attitudes towards

poetry:*

Table 2: The Influence of Teaching Methods on students' Attitude towards Poetry.

S/N | ITEMS itgr;’e“egly Agree | Disagree ]S)tlrs‘:g‘fz % |StD
My teacher’s method of

4 teaching poetry influences 51(18.9) 40(14.8) 52(19.3) 127(47.0) 294 |1.17
my attitude towards poetry.
My teacher makes poetry

5 accessible which influences | 41(15.2) 49(18.1) | 92(34.1) 88(32.6) 2.84 | 1.05
my view towards poetry
My teacher’s explanation on

¢ |pocticdeviceshasplayeda | 516 |93344) | 10438.5) |28(104) |243 |0389
great role in my appreciation
of poetry.
The learning environment

7 created by my teacher affects | 43(15.9) 57(21.1) 63(23.3) 107(39.6) 2.87 |1.11
my attitude towards poetry.

Weighted Mean= 2.77 Threshold=2.50
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The influence of teaching methods on students'
attitude towards poetry appears moderate based
on the responses. 47.0% of students strongly
disagree that their teacher's method positively
affects their attitude, yielding a mean score of
2.94. This suggests that teaching methods do not
strongly influence all students, as the standard
deviation of 1.17 reflects a wide range of
responses. Regarding the accessibility of poetry,
32.6% strongly disagree that it influences their
view, while 34.1% disagree, with a mean score
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of 2.84 and a standard deviation of 1.05.
Interestingly, 38.5% of students disagree that
their teacher's explanation of poetic devices has
a significant effect on their appreciation, with a
lower mean of 2.43 and a standard deviation of
0.89. The weighted mean for teaching methods
is 2.77, indicating that while there is some
influence, the effect of teaching methods on
students' attitudes is not overwhelmingly
positive:*

Table 3: Comprehension of Poems and Attitude towards Poetry

SIN | ITEMS Strongly | yoree | Disagree | StrnElY | % |gp
Agree Disagree
I find interpreting poetry
8 difficult, which affects my 43(15.9) 63(23.3) | 98(36.3) 66(24.4) 2.69 | 1.01
attitude towards it.
Analysing poems gives me a
9 lot of mental stress 68(25.2) 88(32.6) | 78(28.9) 36(13.3) 230 |0.99
I have much confidence
10 attempting poetry questions 70(25.9) 97(35.9) | 82(30.4) 21(7.8) 2.80 |0.92
Weighted Mean= 2.60 Threshold=2.50

Comprehension also plays a significant role in
shaping students' attitudes. 36.3% of students
report that they disagree with the statement that
difficulty in interpretation affects their attitude
towards poetry, with a mean score of 2.69 and a
standard deviation of 1.01. When asked if
analysing poems causes mental stress, 32.6%
agreed, but 28.9% disagreed, producing a mean
score of 2.30, which reflects that comprehension
may cause moderate stress for some students.
The overall weighted mean for comprehension
is 2.60, slightly above the threshold, suggesting
that comprehension difficulties moderately
affect students' attitudes, but do not
overwhelmingly discourage them:*

Discussion of Findings
Diction and Students’
Poetry

The significant role of diction,
particularly the complexity and clarity of
language in poetry, aligns with prior research.
For instance, Mittal (2016) underscores the

Attitude towards

importance of linguistic clarity in engaging
students. This study similarly found that
students are more inclined to enjoy poetry when
the language is accessible. Similarly, Inyang
(2009) also highlight that the difficulty of poetic
diction often alienates students from engaging
with poetry, reinforcing the idea that language
complexity can hinder positive attitudes.

However, the emphasis on understanding
figures of speech diverges from some earlier
studies. While the current findings show that
students' ability to comprehend figures of speech
contributes to their positive attitudes,
researchers like Fakeye & Amao (2013) have
focused more on thematic clarity in addition to
figurative language as a determinant of
engagement. Fakeye & Amao (2013) suggests
that students are more concerned with the
themes of poems, rather than just with their
stylistic devices, a perspective that slightly
contrasts with the current findings that place
considerable emphasis on diction as a whole,
including figures of speech.
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Teaching Methods and Students' Attitude
towards Poetry

The influence of teaching methods on
students' engagement with poetry is a topic
where the current findings both corroborate and
challenge existing literature. Studies such as
Hahn & Ortolano (2021) advocate for the use of
more interactive, student-centred teaching
methods to improve engagement with complex
literary forms like poetry. The current study's
moderate findings on teaching methods echo
their conclusions, suggesting that the more
passive, traditional methods currently in use are
not as effective in fostering a positive attitude
towards poetry.

However, contrasting views arise from
research like Yang et al. (2013), which argues
that technology-enhanced teaching and
multimedia resources significantly improve
students' engagement with poetry. While the
current study does not delve deeply into
technological interventions, it does suggest that
even improvements in teacher explanations and
classroom environment could enhance student
engagement, challenging the notion that only
cutting-edge technologies can spark student
interest. This supports the argument by Pianta
(2019), who emphasised the importance of clear
teacher-student interaction over sophisticated
teaching tools, highlighting that fundamental
improvements in pedagogy can be just as
impactful.

Comprehension of Poems and Students'
Attitude towards Poetry

Comprehension difficulties emerged as a
key factor influencing students' attitudes
towards poetry, which is consistent with a broad
body of literature. Abidin & Wai (2020) pointed
out that the abstract themes and dense language
typical of poetry can lead to student frustration,
and this study found similar issues. The
difficulty of interpreting poems was a significant
barrier for students, corroborating Abidin & Wai
(2020) view that comprehension challenges
often cause students to disengage from the
genre.

Contrary perspectives, however, arise
from research by Yang (2012), which found that
with cross-text annotation sharing mechanism,
students could overcome comprehension
difficulties and develop a stronger interest in
poetry. The current study reflects this to some
extent, as many students expressed confidence
in engaging with poetry despite interpretation
challenges. This contrasts with later findings,
such as Faniran and Faniran (2018) work, which
suggested that comprehension barriers typically
lead to total disengagement. The present study
highlights a more resilient approach from
students, suggesting that support
structures—whether in the form of peer
discussions, simplified texts, or teacher
guidance—help maintain student interest even
when comprehension is difficult.

Conclusion and Recommendations

This research has provided valuable
insights into the factors that influence students'
attitudes towards poetry, with a focus on diction,
teaching methods, and comprehension. The
findings present the significant role that poetic
diction plays in shaping student engagement.
When the language of poetry is accessible,
students exhibit a more positive attitude, a
finding that aligns with much of the existing
literature. However, the complexity of poetic
devices, such as figures of speech and rhyme
schemes, also emerged as key influences,
suggesting that students are more likely to
appreciate poetry when these eclements are
taught effectively.

The study also revealed that current
teaching methods, particularly traditional,
teacher-centred approaches, are not sufficient in
fostering widespread positive attitudes towards
poetry. This highlights the need for more
innovative and interactive teaching strategies
that prioritise student engagement and
understanding. While technological
interventions may enhance learning, this study
points to the critical importance of clear
explanations and a supportive classroom
environment.



IJASSE (2024) Vol. 9, No. 2

Comprehension difficulties remain a
notable barrier to student engagement with
poetry. However, this research introduces a more
optimistic view, as many students expressed
confidence in their ability to tackle poetry
despite these challenges. This suggests that with
appropriate instructional support and
scaffolding, students can overcome
comprehension barriers and maintain a positive
attitude towards poetry.

In conclusion, this study reinforces the
need for a multifaceted approach to poetry
education—one that balances linguistic
accessibility, effective teaching methods, and
support for comprehension. By addressing these
factors, educators can create a more engaging
and positive learning experience for students,
fostering a deeper appreciation for poetry.
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